Fort Wayne City Utilities
Stormwater Pollution
When it rains, not all of the water that falls is able to soak into the ground.  So where does all of the rain go? 

In densely developed areas, about 55% of the rain that falls runs off the land with only about 15% soaking in.  Most of the rain that is not absorbed into the ground runs off lawns, driveways, streets, and rooftops. As rain water runs off, it picks up many different chemicals and contaminants such as oil, antifreeze, pet waste, fertilizers and pesticides, and many other pollutants. Most of the time this water, known as stormwater, flows directly into nearby rivers, creeks, and ponds without receiving any treatment at the water pollution control plant.
Because stormwater – especially stormwater from urban areas -- carries so many pollutants, the quality of water in your neighborhood pond, stream, lake, or river can be affected.  Pollutants carried into the water can disrupt the environment and harm the habitats of wildlife in and around the water. The erosion of sediment into the water can block light that aquatic plants need to live. It may also clog the gills of fish and fill in the niches where fish lay their eggs.  Fertilizers from yards and gardens reduce oxygen levels in streams, harming or killing fish and aquatic plants, and stormwater pollution in drinking water sources such as the St. Joseph River can increase the cost to filter and clean drinking water for the community.
In a very urbanized environment it is vital that everyone takes some responsibility for keeping stormwater clean.  Our streams need your help!
