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It’s not just about age  

61.9 

10.5 
6.6 

2.4 1.6 

Cast Iron Ductile Iron Asbestos Cement Plastic Prestressed
Concrete

Water Main Breaks per 100 Miles per Year 
(Average per year from 2008-2017) 

Cement 



cityoffortwayne.org/utilities 

Estimated Useful Life and Breaks 
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Rising Construction Costs 
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Consumption Decline 
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Average Monthly Water Bills (2017 Dollar Value) 

Adjusted to 2017 Dollar Value 

Avg. Monthly Residential Bill –  Water Consumption 

Avg. Monthly Residential Bill – 5,000 gallons 
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Recent Water System Improvements 

 

• Completed $54.5M in CIP investments 2013-2016 
• 36.8 miles of WMR 2013-2016 
• NW Feeder Main Phase IV 
• Plant 3 Filters Replacement 
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Weisser Park, Oliver, Gaywood 

Replacement Program Accomplishments 
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Dodge, Charlotte, Glenwood, Curdes  

Replacement Program Accomplishments 
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Northcrest Drive, Archwood Lane, Camden, Warwick 

Replacement Program Accomplishments 
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Emerson, Ellen Avenue 

Replacement Program Accomplishments 
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Westmoor, Reckeweg 

Replacement Program Accomplishments 
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Bluffton Road, Avalon 

Replacement Program Accomplishments 
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Bradwood Terrace 

Replacement Program Accomplishments 
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Lassiter Mill 

Replacement Program Accomplishments 
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Nationwide Infrastructure Needs  
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Rate Study Findings 

2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 

Residential - 4,000 gallons           

Monthly Average Rate $24.12  $25.55  $27.08  $28.65  $30.32  
Monthly Average Change  $1.34  $1.43  $1.53  $1.57  $1.67  
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Cost Comparison – other Indiana cities 

City/Town  Effective Date 4,000 gallons 
Gary  2018 41.41 

Greenwood 2018 41.41 

Kokomo 2018 41.41 

Muncie  2018 41.41 

New Albany 2018 41.41 

Noblesville 2018 41.41 

Richmond  2018 41.41 

Terre Haute  2018 41.41 

Jeffersonville  2018 41.41 

Portage 2018 41.41 

Fishers - IAW 2018 41.41 

Lawrence  2017 37.66 

Westfield  2016 29.54 

Fishers - Citizens 2016 28.32 

Indianapolis  2016 28.32 

Evansville  2018 28.06 

Anderson  2016 24.68 

Mishawaka 2018 22.98 

Fort Wayne  2017 22.78 

Bloomington  2018 22.77 

South Bend 2018 13.94 

Columbus  1992 10.73 

Source:  
HJ Umbaugh and Associates 
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Proposed Projects 2019-2023 
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Main Replacements 
25 Neighborhoods 

2019-2023 
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Southeast 
Main Replacement 
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Southwest 
Main Replacement 
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Northeast 
Main Replacement 
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Northwest  
Main Replacement 
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Breaks in Last Five Y 
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Neighborhood Total Breaks 
Anthony and McKinnie Area 169 
Crestwood Colony Ph 1 134 
Wildwood Area 125 
Bullerman and Oakhurst 122 
Schele and Raymond Area 90 
Victoria Area 89 
Glenwood Park Area 88 
Arlington and Sherwood Area 82 
Tamarack and Blums 76 
Steup Cherokee Area 70 
Cambridge Hills Area 68 
Centerhurst 68 
Forest Hill and Norwood Heights 67 
Hoagland and Kinsmoor Area 58 

Neighborhood Improvements Planned 



cityoffortwayne.org/utilities 

Impact on Public Safety and Insurance Rates 
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Why five years  

• Minimize financial impact on customers 
• Allows families and businesses to budget 
• It allows us to set a course to replace failing pipes  
• Minimizes business and neighborhood disruptions 
• Focuses on the backlog of need 
• Creates favorable market conditions for bonds 

 
 


